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William Nelson Jean Horn

The marriage of William and Jean is recorded in the Old Parish Register for
Bothwell, Lanarkshire. The record is cryptic:

08 Feb 1835. William Nelsons and Jean Horn paid 4s. This is presumably a record
of the payment for making the proclamation. Four shillings is equivalent to about £12

nowadays.

By the 1841 census they and their family are in Holytoun, part of the parish of
Bothwell.

625/1 book 11 page 9.

Holytoun

Nelson William 40 labourer y
Nelson Jean 30 y
Nelson John 10 y
Nelson James 7 y
Nelson Mary 5 y
Nelson Janet 3 y
Nelson Agnes 1 y

What kind of labouring William did is not recorded. Later he was a railway labourer
and railways, including mineral lines were certainly being constructed around
Holytown around this time so he may have been employed on this construction work.
On the other hand, most of his neighbours were miners so it may be that he worked in
or at a mine.

By the 1851 census the family had moved to Bridge Row, Old Monklands:

1851 census Dist. 652 Book 21 Page 4

17 Bridge Row

Neilson William h m 52 railway labourer STI St Ninians
Neilson Jean w m 47 wife of do. LKS Bothwell
Neilson James su 14 railway lab LKS Bothwell
Neilson Janet du 12 scholar LKS Bothwell
Neilson Agnes du 12 scholar LKS Bothwell
Neilson William S 8 scholar LKS Bothwell
Neilson Alexander s 6 scholar LKS Bothwell

1861 census 652 (Old Monkland East) Village of Calder. Book 5 page 20.

9 Bridge Row

Neilson William h m 63 platelayer STI, St Ninians
Neilson Jean wm 56 LKS, Holytoun
Neilson James s u 25 hammerman LKS, Old Monklands
Neilson Janet du 23 domestic servant LKS, Old Monklands
Neilson William su 19 waggon driver  LKS, Old Monklands
Neilson Alexander su 17 waggon driver  LKS, Old Monklands
Smith James gr-son u 3 LKS, Old Monklands

It is not clear who the mother of James Smith is. All likely births from 1855 to 1858
have been checked. Mary became Mary Spalding, and lived in Hamilton. Agnes
became Agnes Innes, lived in Coatbridge and had, according to family lore and



censuses, no family. Marriages for both Janet and Agnes have also been sought
without success.

By 1871 they have moved to Locks Road in New Monklands. The end portion of
Locks Road is seen at the top right of the map below where it approaches Sheepford
Locks. Comparing their occupations with ten years previously, they seem to have hit
hard times although William was now the owner of land further south at Greenend.

1871 census 651 Book.4 page 1.

Locks Road:

Neilson William h m 75 platelayer unemployed Stirling, St. Ninians
Neilson Jean wm 65 Lks. Bothwell
Neilson James su 34 labourer Lks. Bothwell
Neilson Alexander su 24 labourer Lks. Bothwell
Neilson Agnes du 30 Lks. Bothwell
Smith  James g-son u 15 labourer Lks. Whifflet

1 room with window

A platelayer would now be called a surfaceman i.e. the person who lays and
maintains the track on the railway.

Some eight years later, in 1879, William Nelson was described in his death certificate
as a "rail plate layer and portioner". After his death, however, he is described in the
Register of Sasines as a "labourer at Carron Iron works". It seems that the
unemployed platelayer had taken other employment after the age of 75. No pensions
it those days!

The Sasine abridgement reads as follows:

Lanark 1880 9512 2 Dec 1880.

Not. instrument Trustees of the deceased William Nelson, labourer at Carron Iron
Works near Coatbridge sometimes named and designed William Neilson, portioner,

Whifflet - of 1 rood 53/ poles of ground, with houses etc. thereon, bounded on the
South by the road leading from Hamilton to Airdrie by Greenend and Sheepford
Locks and on the left by the centre of an intended road or street 30 ft. wide being part
of the lands of Coats and Whifflat, Parish of Old Monkland, on Extract Registered
Trust Disposition and Settlement dated 30th September 1865 and recorded in books
of council and session 22nd April 1879 (containing a general convey) by the said
William Nelson to trustees; Deed of assumpt. and convey dated 18th June 1879, and
minute of acceptance thereto, both recorded in books of council and session 1st
August 1879 and another writ, with warrant of registration thereon, on behalf of said
first mentioned.

317.108
(1 rood = 1, acre)
The area numbered 1372 on the 1881 map below would seem to be the area referred
to in the above document. The 1881 Census lists twelve houses at Neilsons Land and
the 1891 census lists nine houses, each with one room, with the addresses 1-9 Nelsons
Land.

From index of deeds and sasine writs:
Granters name Grantees name sort of deed date of deed date ofregn Vol  Fol Mb
and designation

William Neilson Trustees Disp & Sett. Sept 30 1865 Apr22 1879 1715 595 144
portioner Whifflet
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An abstract from the confirmation & inventory of his will is:

NEILSON,WIHI&I’I’I 9 May, - Inventory of William Neilson, Portioner, Whifflet, who died 25
March 1879, at Whifflet, testate, given up at Glasgow, by George Shanks, Grocer, Whifflet, Executor
nominated in Will or Deed, dated 30 September 1865, and recorded in Court Books of Commissariot
of Lanark, 9 May 1879.

Value of estate, £50, 7s 6d.

The full will & inventory are included at the end of this history.

Confirmations at that time did not normally Include the value of heritable property as
this passed automatically to the eldest son. £50.7s 6d in 1879 would now be worth
£2500.

In the 1881 census Jane is still in Neilsons Land:
1881 census 652/3 bk 7 page 32

Neilsons Land
M (Mrs) Neilson hw 77 LKS, Holytown.
James Neilson s u 44 iron works labourer LKS, Holytown.

The 1891 census finds Jane living with her son Alexander and recorded under her
maiden name:

1891 census 652/2 bk.036. p4l

47 Calder Street.

Neilson Jane Horne h w 80 LKS, Bothwell
Neilson Alexander s m 45 general labourer employed LKS. Old Monkland
Neilson William gr-son 14 general labourer employed LKS. Old Monkland
Neilson John gr-son 12 scholar LKS. Old Monkland

A few months after the census Jane died at the same address aged 85 years.



James’s birth:

O.P.R. Stirling, St. Ninians
1* March 1793 Parents: James Nielson Mary Campbell. Children: William.
Witnesses:Relief . Residence:Throsk

Jane’s birth

Fr137s.

O.P.R. Bothwell, Lanarkshire (625/1 FR 346)
Horn: Jane lawful daughter of John Horn (Two words illegible here. Second looks a
bit like Wallacetoun) and his spouse Jane Alexander born 16 Aug and baptised 15

Sept 1805.

Marriage:

Bothwell, Lanarkshire 08 Feb 1835. William Nelsons and Jean Horn paid 4s.

1879 East Dist. Old Monklands No. 56

William Neilson M
Rail plate layer

& portioner
married to

Jane Horn

1891 No. 610
Jane Nelson F 85
Widow of

William Nelson
Railway Plate

Layer

85 1879 James Neilson ~ Bronchitis Alexander
March 25™ farmer 7 or 8 days Neilson
11Th30ma.m.  (deceased) as cert by son
Neilsons Land ~ Mary Neilson R Wilson Present
Whifflet M.S. Campbell surgeon

(deceased)

1891 ---- Horne General James Nelson

July 28™ Gardener Debility son, 6 Rosehill

7h Om a.m. (Deceased) Diarrhea Sunnyside

47 Calder St Jane Alexander 4 days Coatbridge

Coatbridge Horne as cert by

M.S. Elshinder D MacPhail
(deceased) M.D.






242 |

a/ﬁ@//ywa/wr wiheehs of tplarid) sre Kurataiasi I
5

|

f/m‘/c&f o/ ’%FM o7 He rntrH
Zﬁ /w,m&’ osy

zr/#f
(M&/%m fuﬂ’aﬂzﬁf 7

”"@%J ]
M%ﬁwﬁﬂ ,a;f;/

and e et 7%@% Gt #oonsb.
m 5

7 Mm&éZM
lz,

Kk ol zf MJ
debercilied v ﬁ’z/ﬁw WWW,%I/M
PO mer/? rid e’ datec Hie a,m!
Ja/rw zﬁeﬂ/m&a&%‘ l

| _J&é a//i’m
_ vl /
i&%ummwmzzz&a Wm
aﬁ&&&ﬁdﬂﬂgﬂ

w&a& #f.ef/z« be due B e declorer JZ Z
Gy Llledts 7 sthon. @wm&m

Gl Shall tartacsd SMM /ZJ‘MMH
O untifone wik e . M&M

I ,&Ldz/mm/ mz?éi W

r ﬁ/ Hie Baane ard dacdd Viulber/ S
ad Hiey are M dueecleZ 2rde
Z%z% -
77



) shal ik by o el e

e/
aldsry/iry Litet a T B Aol i 3440

o Dt
s el Sy




244

2 sl nedf hledece o mdnemaink

it Hin v o amid an il ;
U bt Sfabicting nebedrf on. A amiltmmatio |

/aﬂoﬂ dord MWMM ’Z:/zé :

& baud M@Md
ﬁdé/émvée,&/fzm 2 Srasce dbihbe Sl
mwmfﬁgmm&wmg&ma@

m'zm/ 72 #He
[
@ (bo 1/ 705'2/ % Wﬁ&?/a7
| JMM 27 G Coo Vs z% ||
e/zz/ﬁ Shall ds o7 pricre eramy ack /%ZM
A

S
;Z,m ""”ZL“”"W:%”‘W‘”&W'.

ru/w/m/z
m&?ff}w’aﬁvaa e el [

amdmov%xrérﬁmmz/ #fecwﬂm i

/’V,Mffl ‘
é‘zmm Mf%ﬂ&m
%WMM?%MMMM/




;ﬁZ,.W Otk ﬁwﬁm - /ZL

Mo widreh Crattdidye 17 bay u7g Her i e
/ ity Loy 7y He
ﬁ.)b‘lld

Yo

oy Ok, mw
77, waé&%ﬁm%%

/e . , i
| }-/W/%W.ad)f/@a Moty 7 WJP

L/, P






;n‘ ¢
“~

a7 Wr Z :

St S iptscs o777

L e,

4 2
Dbl S —~— FO_ T

3FW W G . P Z/f;










