
Alexander McKenzie and Elizabeth Miller and their interesting grandchildren. 
 
In the book “Sir James McKenzie, M.D. 1853-1925” it is speculated that the family 
originated in Ross-Shire, came south into Perthshire after the ‘46 and settled at Stanley 
about 7 miles north of Scone. Here, the author says, their son Robert, who was to become 
the father of Sir James, was born at Derrymill Farm. The same source states that Robert’s 
wife, Jean, was born in the Hamlet of Inver at the confluence of the Braan and the Tay 
near Dunkeld. She was said to be the daughter of Bazil Menzies a farmer in the vicinity 
of Amulree in Strathbraan. 
 
Even in the 1970’s it was still reported by older members of the family that Jean was very 
ambitious for her family. Her son, William once wrote of her “She was the mainstay of 
the family. She had a strong, indomitable spirit, and when things were going badly on the 
farm it was her noble spirit that rose above difficulties and trials. She was also the 
unostentatious and generous helper of the poor in the village, and all in distress came to 
her for assistance and comfort”. The family owed much to the example of their parents, 
and their mother’s influence endured throughout their lives. 
 

 
James became a Chemist’s apprentice 
in Perth and after qualifying there he 
attended Edinburgh University where 
he qualified in medicine. He worked 
largely in General Practice but had a 
strong interest in heart disease. This 
led to the development of his 
Polygraph machine, a forerunner of 
the electrocardiograph.  An advert for 
the commercial version of this 
machine is included overleaf.  
 
He moved to Harley Street before 
being appointed lecturer in Cardiac 
Research to the London Hospital. He 
was knighted in 1915 and in 1917 
moved to St Andrews. Here in 1919 he 
founded the McKenzie Institute for 
Medical Research on The Scores. (In 
1999 the Institute is still in existence, 
but based in Ninewells Hospital, 
Dundee). Both Dundee and Edinburgh  
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Centre: TThe McKenzie Institute buildiing on the Scorres, St. Andrewws. Taken  in 1

 

1999.  



 



William (or Willie as he was always known) completed a law apprenticeship in Perth 
then attended Glasgow University for a year before transferring to Edinburgh University. 
His career from this point is summarised in the entry below from Burke’s Peerage: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
A third son, Robert, became a minister, first at the newly formed Livingston Memorial 
Church in Blantyre and later in Alloa. 
 

 
 
 


