
 

 

 

 

 

 

William Cuthill and Helen Ingles 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 9 July  1708

Mathew Cuthill = Margrat Russall William Inglis = Catherine Melville

Dunipace b pre 1688 |

| d 1770 |

______  __________________________________|________________________________________ |

' ' ' ' '         ' proclaimed |

20 Nov 1742 28 Jan 1737

Isobel Jean James Jean John William Cuthill =  Christian Russall William Ingles = Elizabeth Hogg

ch 23 Mar 1712 ch Aug 1715 ch 17 June 1720 ch 6 May  1722 ch Feb 1726 Denny ch 2 Apr 1710 Denny b 14 Oct 1712, Cupar Monimail b 1715

Denny Denny Denny Denny m Margaret Hardie Denny | d 1792 | d 1772

| _________  ___________________|

| ________  ________________________________|__       '

| ' ' '                  '

| 10 June 1791

William Mathew John Mathew William = Helen

c 7 Jan 1755 ch 5 Feb 1744 ch 20 Feb 1747 ch 30 May  1750 Cuthill Cumbernauld Ingles

Falkirk Denny Denny Denny b June 1745 b 11 Sept 1758

m Janet Gray Headswood | d 21 Oct 1825

d 6 July  1819 |

________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|_________________________________________________________________________________

        '                      ' 26 Jan 1816                  ' 24 Apr 1812 '           ' 23 May  1823

Alexander William = Jean Burns Elizabeth = Thomas Russell of Drum Bowridge James John = Janet

b 1792 b 8 May  1792 | b 1797 b 16 Dec 1794 Denny b Apr 1785 b 30 June 1798 Cuthill Denny Hay

d 19 Feb 1867 Cumbernauld | Denny Dullatur | Falkirk d 5 Apr 1879 7 Mar 1796 b 5 Jan 1805

d 3 Oct 1868 | d 20 Sept 1879 d 16 Oct 1851 | d 28 Apr 1849 Denny d 01 Jan 1882

| Denny Bowridge, Denny | Denny d 20 Nov 1872 | Main St.,

_______________________________________________________________________________________ _______|___________________________ ___________ ___________________|____________________________ Banknock | Cumbernauld.

|                      '            ' '                          ' '     '     '        '         '       '        | |

| John = Jane Briggs Thomas Burns James William = Jessie Maria Andrew Helen Mary Elizabeth Margaret Thomas | |

| b 26 Feb 1831 b Russell b 29 Mar 1835 b 17 Jan 1840   Black b 16 Mar 1842 b 22 Feb 1813 b b b b            | |

| Denny d 1 Jan 1882 b 26 April 1833 Denny Denny m 29 Aug 1879 Denny d d d d d            | |

| d 19 Feb 1874 Cumbernauld Denny d 3 Oct 1855 d 29 Sept 1929 East Melbourne d 31 Aug 1874               | |

| Valparaiso d 9 Feb 1889 Morningside North Melbourne b 7 Aug 1855 ___________ _______________________________________________| |

| East Borland, Glasgow Dural NSW     '      '     '         '     ' |

| Denny d 19 June 1942 Marion Janet Jane Christina Alison |

| North Melbourne b b b c 1831 b 16 Feb 1824 b |

|____________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________ d d d 31 Dec 1868 Bowridge d |

'                     ' ' '                      '     | m Moses m Robert Denny |

Janet Janet = Jabez Elizabeth Helen Ingles Jean = Andrew     |       Lennie Turnbull m 13 Feb 1851 |

b 14 Mar 1828 b 12 Mar 1829   Leighton b 24 Dec 1825 b 16 Dec 1823 b 19 Apr 1821     Muirhead     | Denny |

d 16 Mar 1828 d 20 Nov 1903 m 31 Dec 1852 d 14 Apr 1834 d 7 May  1884 Denny   of Stoneywood     | James Dunn |

Leeds      (or 1839) Denny d 21 Dec 1889   Garvald     | b 21 Jan 1818 |

b m 24 Aug 1846 m 8 Oct 1847  b 25 June 1817     | Kilsy th |

d bef. 24 Aug 1895 Edinburgh Alloa  d 19 Nov 1891     | d 14 Apr 1872 |

Thomas Kirkwood  Shawlands     | Denny |

c 25 Nov 1882 Denny  Glasgow     | |

d 22 Apr 1861 Malta     | ______ ______________________________________________________________ ____|

______ __________________________________________________________________________| |

' ' ________ ____________________________ ______________________|____________________________________________________________________

20 Jan 1849           '                    '     '                  '                        '        '         |

William Robert Alexander = Jean Cuthill Helen  = Robert Janet Elizabeth = Thomas Mary  = Thomas William         |

b 15 Nov 1816 b 27 Sept 1818 Hamilton Denny b 06 Nov 1824 b 20 Nov 1826    Chalmers b 27 Oct 1828 b 25 Jan1831     Laing b 09 Mar 1833    Chalmers b 3 Aug 1835       |

Denny Denny b 23 Nov 1812 d 22 May 1899 d 17 Nov 1886 b 20 Nov 1823 d 23 Jan 1855 d 25 May  1900 b 28 Jan 1821 d 4 May  1911 b 29 May  1825 d 27 Dec 1898     |

d 17 Dec 1839 d 2 Aug 1853 Denny Middle m 21 Nov 1853 d 11 Sept 1889 Banknock m 27 Apr 1860 d 18 Jan 1905 m 10 Feb 1865 d 16 Apr 1878         |

Denny Denny d 21 July 1888 Bankhead To Canada son James to S. Africa.         |

Rigghead Haggs ________________________________ ___________________________________________________________|

               '  ' ' ' ' '

a son Catherine Ingles Margaret Christian John James

b 29 Apr 1853 b 6 Mar 1848 b 09 Apr 1845 b 28 May  1842 b 11 Jan 1840 Falkirk b 14 Dec 1837

stillborn d 2 Jul 1930 d 11 Dec 1925 d 6 Jun 1924 d 29 Nov 1882 McKillop, Canada d 2 Apr 1915 

m 27 Apr 1876 dressmaker  m 19 Apr 1867 Falkirk m 17 Mar 1869

James Chalmers Margaret Dickson Arbuckle Robina Connell

b 1832 b 28 May  1842 Falkirk b

d 7 Jan 1918 d 6 Jun 1902 Winthrop, Canada d 13 Jan 1925 Canada



William Cuthill and Helen Ingles 

 

William and Helen were married on 19
th

 June 1791. She was thirty-two and he forty six.   

 

William was the second and oldest surviving son of William Cuthell and Christian Russell of 

Headswood, Denny, Stirlingshire. 

 

Helen was the youngest daughter of William Inglis & Elizabeth Hogg from Cupar, Fife. 

 

There are more than fifty miles between Denny and Cupar so how, in those days of poor 

communications, did they meet? The couple‟s gt-grandson, Bill Cuthill, an Australian, 

claimed that they met at the Falkirk Tryst. This was a great fair where cattle, sheep and 

horses were sold. It was held in autumn where the town of Stenhousemuir now stands.  

The Tryst was more than simply a market; it had swings, roundabouts, mountebanks* and all 

that would make a good day (or several days and nights) out. It seems very plausible that 

Helen may have, on occasion, come from Fife with her family for such an event and been 

swept off her feet by William, some fourteen years her senior. Indeed, if the timing of the 

Tryst, the wedding, and the births of the first two children are taken into account, it is 

probable that they met in the autumn of 1790!  

 

After the wedding, the couple initially lived and worked at Dullatur on the Antonine wall in a 

farm, which William had been renting prior to his marriage. In the next three-and-a-half 

years, three children were born. The first was Alexander (the record of whose birth has not 

been found), then William, who was born in Cumbernauld on 8
th

 May 1792. Then came 

Elizabeth, born at Dullatur on 16
th

 December 1794, just a few days before William and Helen 

completed the purchase of Easter Ballenknock, now known as East Banknock. The Sasine 

Abridgement for this purchase is given below and the full sasine appears as Appendix I. 

 
Dec 15 1794 

2850 

William Cuthill, tenant, Dollater, seised, Dec 9 1794,- in Easter Ballenknock, par. Denny; on 

disp by Francis Watson, merchant, Falkirk, Apr 24 1794;- and Helen Inglis, his spouse, 

seised, eod die, in liferent of said lands, propris manibus of the said William Cuthill. 
P.R.33.300 

 

The purchase had not gone through easily. The property had been rouped, (auctioned) and 

William's offer of £413 had been rejected in favour of a higher offer of £420. The person who 

had offered the £420, was, however, unable to find caution, (pronounced kayshun and 

meaning a guarantor) for the purchase and so reneged on the deal. The document in Appendix 

II, part of the Articles of Roup, explains the whole situation. 

 

After the move to Easter Ballenknock, two further children were born there, John on 7th 

March 1796 and James on 30 June 1798. The record of these births is given below. 
 

* Sellers of quack medicines in public places. 

O.P.R. Denny (476). 

 

Date  Child    Parents   Witnesses 

1796 

March 7th John    William Cuthil James Hillas 

         Thomas Gentles 



  

1798, June 

James Cuthil  lawful son of William Cuthill and Helen Ingles in Banknock was baptized; 

who was born on the tenth curr
t
.  

 

Note that, although the births were recorded in Denny Church, the family were, in fact, 

members of Dennyloanhead Secession Church.  

 

 
 

Map showing Dullatur  & Easter Banknock. 

 

From 1inch to the mile Ordnance Survey map surveyed 1855-60 revised to 1895 

 

Over the next years, little is known about the couple except that there are records of William 

being involved in a considerable number of transactions involving land transfers. A selection 

of the relevant Sasine Abridgments is given in appendix III. A more complete record of these 

transactions could be compiled but this would require many hours of work at the National 

Archives of Scotland. 

 

The only other piece of factual information is that William, in 1812, when his daughter, 

Elizabeth married Thomas Russell, was recorded as being a "post carrier of Banknock" (film 

102105). Post carrier in pre-penny post days presumably meant that William had a coach, 

which was used to transport mail about the country. (The above marriage is also recorded at 

Denny: 4 April 1812 Thomas Russell in the parish of Falkirk and Elizabeth Cuthill lawful 

daughter of William Cuthill portioner of Banknock gave their names in order to marriage and 

were proclaimed on the three following sabbaths and married on the twenty fourth.) 

 

Helen carried out the usual activities of a farmer‟s wife including the making of the blanket 

pictured below. Once the men-folk had sheared the sheep, the wool was cleaned and spun by 

the women. The yarn was then sent to the local weaver who produced the blanket ready to be 

embroidered. The farmer‟s wife of course dyed the thread on the farm. The close-up shows 

that the back of the blanket is as well sewn as the front. This blanket must have been 

something special as it was rarely if ever used. In a later generation, it was said that one 

member of the family read to the others as they sewed. 



 

 
 

 

 
 

William died on the 6th of July 1819 and by the 25th of the same month the sasine in 

Appendix III had been drawn up, giving Helen lifetime use of the property but ensuring that 

it passed to their son, John on her death.  

 

 

On the 6th August1825, Helen and John were back at the lawyers for a Confirmation 

(Appendix V) of the 1794 Sasine. The reason behind this seems to lie in the old Scots system 

of land ownership. At one time, the only way a vassal could divest himself of the land was to 

return it to the feu superior. In time, however, transfers "a me vel de me", that is a transfer 

from one vassal to another, a kind of sub feu, came to be accepted. This form of transfer 

avoided the need, for the time being, at least, to pay the feu superior a „composition‟. The 

document in Appendix V makes the 1794 sasine for Easter Banknock (which was, "a me vel 

de me) “public” by obtaining „charter of confirmation‟ from the superior. As Helen died on 

25th August 1825, this Confirmation may have been sought in anticipation of her death 

 

A Cuthill crest was found among family papers. This is illustrated at Appendix VI. 

 

The deaths of William and Helen are recorded on the gravestone pictured below.  

 



 
 

This stone, erected in Denny churchyard by their son, William is now deteriorating and the 

inscriptions, particularly on the diamond shaped, bronze lozenges are difficult to read. The 

stone is dated 1833 and records events in the family which are not recorded elsewhere. The 

inscriptions are: 

Lozenges, from the left: 

First: Elizabeth Cuthell (rest illegible).    

Second: Robert Cuthell Tinsmith 2 Aug 1853 35 years.  

Third: William Cuthell, MA, Student of Divinity 17 Dec. 1839 23 years.  

Fourth: Illegible. 

Left panel: 

Sacred to the memory of William Cuthell of Banknock who died 6th July 1819 aged seventy-

three years and of his spouse Helen Inglis who died 21st October 1825 aged sixty-seven 

years. 

 

Right panel: 

To the memory of Margaret Inglis who died 29th July 1830 aged seventy-seven years. Also 

Jean & Janet Cuthell who died in infancy. 

 

Centre Panel: 

Erected by William Cuthell Merchant Denny who died 3rd Oct. 1868 aged 76 years 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1794 purchase of Easter Banknock                              Appendix I 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A selection of entries from Sasine Abridements                Appendix III 

 

Mar 31  1803 

4522 

James Marshall, son of John Marshall Conniepark seised Feb 12 1803-in 1 rood 1 fall and 27 

ell of land of Haggs of North Garngrew, par Denny; on feu con. between him and William 

Cuthell of Banknock Feb 12 1803. 

 

4523 (similar) 

Apr 1 1808 

5761 

Matthew Hay, sometime changekeeper in Haggs of Bankier and William Hay his Son, seised 

in liferent and fee respectively Feb 27 1808;- in 1 rood of lands of Haggs of north Garngrew, 

par. Denny;- on feu con, between the said …… …… and  William Cuthill of Banknock,  

May 17 1799, and Mary Thomson spouse of the said Matthew Hay seised, eod die, in liferent 

of the said subject, propris manibus of him for himself, and as attorney for the said William 

Hay. 

P.R. 43.209 

Apr 22 1808 

5780 

William Cuthill, portioner, Banknock, seised Mar 1 1808 in a 3s 9d land of Wester Maillings 

of Denny par. Denny; in security of £100;- on a bond by John Cuthill of Woodhead January 1 

1795. 

P.R. 43.245 

 

2856 Janet Hay spouse of John Cuthill of Middle Banknock. James Hay of Haircraigs her 

father – Dec 8 1838 PR 196.234 

 

9266 …..Helen Inglis relicit and John his son… Elizabeth, sister of John. Also 5977, 6032, 

6023, 6121, 7502, 8648. 1830 – 1840 

 

2853 Dec 8
th

 1838 

Wm. Hay workman Banknock as heir to John Hay there his brother seized Oct 13 1838 in 

the pro indiviso half of a piece of ground consisting of 1 rood 3 falls & 21 ells being part of 

the lands of North Garngrew par Denny:- on PR.CL.Con by William Cuthill merchant 

Denny Oct 13 1838                                            PR 196.231 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sasine of 21
st
 July 1819                                  Appendix IV 

 



Confirmation of 1794 Sasine                                 Appendix V 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix VI 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Denny (476) 

1798 

James Cuthil  lawful son of William Cuthill and Helen Ingles in Banknock was 

baptized; who was born on the tenth curr
t
. 

Jan 18 1800 

3830 

William Cuthill, tenant, Mosside….. 

Mar 31  1803 

4522 

James Marshall, son of John Marshall Conniepark seised Feb 12 1803-in 1 rood 1 fall and 27 

ell of land of Haggs of North Garngrew, par Denny; on feu con. between him and William 

Cuthell of Banknock Feb 12 1803. 



 

4523 (similar) 

Apr 1 1808 

5761 

Matthew Hay, sometime changekeeper in Haggs of Bankier and William Hay his Son, seised 

in liferent and fee respectively Feb 27 1808;- in 1 rood of lands of Haggs of north Garngrew, 

par. Denny;- on feu con, between the said …… …… and  William Cuthill of Banknock,  

May 17 1799, and Mary Thomson spouse of the said Matthew Hay seised, eod die, in liferent 

of the said subject, propris manibus of him for himself, and as attorney for the said William 

Hay. 

P.R. 43.209 

Apr 22 1808 

5780 

William Cuthill, portioner, Banknock, seised Mar 1 1808 in a 3s 9d land of Wester Maillings 

of Denny par. Denny; in security of £100;- on a bond by John Cuthill of Woodhead January 1 

1795. 

P.R. 43.245 

 

2856 Janet Hay spouse of John Cuthill of Middle Banknock. James Hay of Haircraigs her 

father – Dec 8 1838 PR 196.234 

 

9266 …..Helen Inglis relicit and John his son… Elizabeth, sister of John. Also 5977, 6032, 

6023, 6121, 7502, 8648. 1830 – 1840 

 

2854 Dec 8
th

 1838 

Wm. Hay workman Banknock as heir to John Hay there his brother seized Oct 13 1838 in 

the pro indiviso half of a piece of ground consisting of 1 rood 3 falls & 21 ells being part of 

the lands of North Garngrew par Denny:- on PR.CL.Con by William Cuthill merchant 

Denny Oct 13 1838                                            PR 196.231 

 

 

William Cuthill and Jean Burns (i.e, part of the family of Wm C & Helen I.) 

 

Denny (476) 

 

1816 FR344 

Nov 27
th

 

William Cuthil laufull son of William Cuthil and Jean Burns was baptized: who was born on 

the fifteenth currt. 

 

1818 FR351 

Oct 25
th

 

Robert Cuthil laufull son of William Cuthil and Jean Burns was bapt: who was born on the 

twenty seventh Sept
r
. last. 

 

1821 

13 May  FR640 

Jean Cuthill laufull daughter of William Cuthill and Jean Burns was bapt: who was born on 

the nineteenth April last. 

 



1824 

20 Jan FR654 

 

Helen Ingles Cuthil, laufull daughter of William Cuthil and Jean Burns was bapt: who was 

born on the sixteenth of December last    

 

1826 

     29 Jan  FR665 

 

Elizabeth Cuthil, laufull daughter of William Cuthil and Jean Burns was bapt: who was born 

on the twenty fourth of December last. 

 

1829 FR681 

May 3
rd

 

Janet Cuthill lawfull dau
r
. of William Cuthill and Jean Burns was bapt: who was born on the 

twelfth March last. 

Falkirk 

 

1831 FR 690 

27 March 

John Cuthell lawfull son of William Cuthell and Jean Burns was bapt: who was born on the 

26 Feb last. 

 

1833 FR702 

May 26
th

 

Thomas Cuthill lawful son of William Cuthill and Jean Burns Denny: was baptized; who was 

born on the twenty sixth of April last. 

1835 FR712 

April 26
th

 

James Cuthill lawfull son of William Cuthill and Jean Burns was bapt: who was born on the 

twenty ninth of March last. 

 

1837 FR723 

August 13
th

 

Elizabeth Cuthill lawfull daughter of William Cuthill and Jean Burns was bapt: who was born 

on the twenty first July last. 

 

1840 FR736 

9 Feb 

William Cuthell lawfull son of William Cuthell and Jean Burns was bapt: who was born on 

the seventeenth of January last. 

 

1842 FR750 

April 1
st
 

Andrew Cuthell lawfull son of William Cuthell and Jean Burns was bapt: who was born on 

the sixteenth of March last. 

 

 

 

 


