CHAPTER AVIII.
Part I
Torwood Castle.

ITUATED on the highest of several 1_.'_';9' .

wooded eminences on the suuth side
of the highway leading from Larbert w
Stirling, about 2} miles distant from the
former wown, and quite overlooking wha
was formerly the Royal Forest of Torwosl,
which is alleged 1o be a relic of the more
ancient and extensive Caledonian forest, is
a roofless mansion house of considerabb
size andd pretensions. It is termed a
castle, but it is destitute of the charcter
istics applicable to a plce of defence, and

is in no sense a stronghold.  The ground

plan is the reversed letter . The main
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busldings have been three storeys in height, and consisted of three plain
crow.stepped gabled houses of unequal beight. and a speare toeret
stair. Two high walls {the westmost formed the back wall of some
outhouses) connected and formed with the buildings an oblooyg souare,
having an internal court of 120 feet on the cast and west, and %o fect
on the north and south sides.  The buildings occupred 8o feet on the
south and 48 feet on the west sides of this square.  The mansion s
entered from the court by a wide doorway inserted in the cast wall of
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the north wing, the highest of the buildings, and #of in the wrret iself
an unusual arrngement

A the northeeast and furthest cormer of the court walls from the
main huildings, are the foundations and pare of the walls, with a sub-
terranean, viaulted chamber, of what appears w be a guard room for the
court entrance, situated just at that spoc  lvis about 15 feet by 12 feer
Ou the north wing a wide moulding, or string eourse, about 8 feet from
the ground, encircles it amd 18 continued round the toeret, accom-
mockiting jtsell o an ormamental niche over the main doorway,
which the owner's crest was placed, but is now empty,

I the owtside south wall of what has evidently been the grear hall
are five small windows in the lasement, and three large and three slightly
simaller windows i the hall storey, all foemerly secured by fron bars.
Fhe enstmaost of the lnrger windows would seem o have been used as
an outside door, a4 mest improbable original arrmngement, and there s
i evidence of n communicnting stalr.  (Skewch, page 1730,

An earier building, ealled tn the eharters, * the Forester's houss,”
1% stated to be represented] by the vaulted building on the north of the
court entrance, wmd this is probably the ease, as thar building, even in
its ru e state, bears marks of o superior architeeture, having the roof
1.';|||'|I;i|i|.[ _urllrnr-il. The very earhest charter, =0 far back as 1450
shews that the office and its duties peuired a personal attention and
residence, and the present building is cerainly about 100 years later,
No name, initils, date, or erest, appear on its walls 1o verify its owner-
shipy although it is stated o be similar in design w Dunipace ancient
mansion, add jare ~.I.II|1:I|'|||:|.' of the same |:H.".|"il::¢|.

A family named Bailie are alleged to be the frst holders of the

forester's office, but from Malcolm Forrester's possession in 1430,
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downwards in a direct unbroken Line, it remamed and was l1r_'r4:dil.il.r3.' i
that ramiJJ.', whose surmmame nost |]-m|:uih|}' ﬂ-ri.E'iI'l-i-‘l.[tl:.l from their office.
David succeeds his father Malcolm in 1476, and on 26th November,
1488, James IV, confirms Duncan Forestare of Gunnershaw as heir of
Hendry (David), and again, on 26th November, 1497, he confirms Sir
Walter Forestare as heir to Duncan.  On gth S-Ep[&mlh_'r. 1528, Sir
Walter is succeeded by David, scn of David Forestare of Garden, and
on zgth July, 1567, James V1. confirms the office and lands to Alex-
ander Forestar of Garden in liferent, and to James, his son, in fee,
including the house of the forester, and the lands and pertinents *of
old pertaining to said office, of which the said Alexander and his pre-
decessors have had possession beyond the memory of man:" it includes
also the house and lands of Forester's hill, with right o fallen wood,
bark, birch, and right of paswrage for 24 animals, 3 horses, and 6 tilling
beasts, with all powers belonging o the office : V' as also of burddinr
mansion af stone and fme, with policies and plantations corresponding
thereto,” No doubt the present mansion was erected, in implement
of the above obligation, by Alexander, and the general appearance and
style of the masonry is in harmony with this dare.

Alexander Forrester was Provost of Stirling at this period, and
had his town ludging on the north side of what was formerly the M or
J‘Iii"i'n‘ﬂ.u'qqm".r'. His ancestors had a close connection with atirhng, and
the members of his fumil}' sat m the Hirh Church, and at their death
were interred in the old chapel, called from this fact the *Garden aisle,”
{on the west window lintel of which are the initials 1D, I.}, where their
tombstones, with their arms and names. datng back w the time
of Provost Alexander, may be seen.  (Sketches, pages 170 and 174).

The shields of that tablet on page 170 contain respectively the arms



of Forrester amd Eeskine, and initials ALK, and LLE.— thase of Provest
Sir Alexander Forrester and Jeanse Erskine, his wife.  The other
imitials 1L, and M.LE., apparently added later, being cut inta the
stong, seem those of their son Dusean and his wife,  In addition to the
o Latin motto, Solf dee howore of
I gloria. the margin is surrounded
by the following mscription, “ Heir
Ivis ane honorabil mane calit Alex-
ander Foster, Laend of Ganden,
quha deit the 13 of Januar, 1508
The tmbstone on page 124 con-
tains also two chields, one with the
husbands arms alone, and the
nther with his impaled with those
of his wife's, evidently & member
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of the Foerester Family, the date
and inicials, 1384, and A} and
E.M.

The: situation of both the ancient
.l more modern house have been
i admimably chosen for commanding

the whaole forest, on which it looks
" down,  Afier the departure of the
Count to England, in 16063, the
dutics of the forester wore eonsiderably relaxed, the trees cut down and
the forest laid waste, while his Majesty's deer were rapidly being ex-

verminated, It culminated, in 1632, when Sie James Forrester's ab.

sence wits 500 continued  that the neglected  condition of the Royval



Md'ﬁenmmﬂhhﬂinm:ﬂh
general unsettled state of Scotland, combined to the neglect of protec-
m of the deer and the forest, as of minor consideration in these
; times; and lite more is subsequently heard of Torwood
]l Forest. Nome of the ancient trees now survive, but a strain
ing's deer exists, and is now protected in the adjiining woods
. Thomas Dundas of Fingask, who had acquired Quarrel,
d Torwood estate in 1751 from the heirs of Lord Forrester,
his successor, Mr. Dundas of Carronhall, reccntly sold it 10 the
N Bolon of Carbrook.
hﬂm]mﬁm{ﬂ:hhﬁ}_hﬂhﬂmﬁmﬁdh
mmhFﬂuEmwmlmhmmﬁh
Je house at end of Torwood, and, in passing Torwood, “ which now
ll!ﬂng bt some scauered oackes, dying for antiquity, which
mﬁmﬂmﬂhmmﬁmﬂalﬁﬂi
sspedially in the history of Walkce.”
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Part 2.

Forrester of Garden’s Town Ludging.
"':E:L B
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Instrument of Sasine, recorded z0th
May, 1658, in favour of Thomas
Bavchop describes this ludging as *thar
erreit tenemient of land or bullding, with the
close, yard, and pertinents of old belonging
w the decessed Sir James Forrester of
Girden, lying on the north side of the High
: street of Stirling, bewwixt the land of the
decemsed James Forrester of Logie, on the ease, the land of the deceased
James Robertson, merchant, on the west, and the High Street on the
south,” ete.  The Corporation purchased the property, described as
ruins m 1708, and on s sie built the large enement, with the pend,
in Broad Strect, at a cmt of £1,463 Scots, [t = aamed i the Town
Records the * Town's New House,” and was intended for an hotel
In 1498 the ancient howse bedonged o Sir Duncan Forrester of
Garden, Gunnershaw, and Skipynch, who was Master of the Royal
Houschold, and alse held the office of Customar and Collector of the
RKings rents. Sir Duncan was a favounite of James IV, whe stood
sponsor or “ drfe to Duncan Forestair's sones, baime, giving a graoity
of £g o be put in the *Tapie™™ On 12th Aprl, 1308, Sir Duncan,
“of devotion,” constituted an annual rent of 135 “over 2] nges of
land near the dovecot of John Bully, next the High Strect {-E\'il:lﬂtl}'



behind his ludgingl, to Sir James Aikuan, chapdain of the Holy Cross,
for pravers for the souds of Sor Duncan, Margaret Forsyth and Mar-
garct Bothwell, his wives On sth Oowober. 1525, the Provost and
Town Councl conveme a mesting “in the begene of Sir Duncan
Forestar of Ganden, kncht. 1o avis on the gaft of the Alor of Sanct
Raverm, fundit and ssuat withm ther parocht bk, betwixt ane and
twa houris cfter noune.”

wwhi-hmriﬂ]ﬂwaﬂ_ﬁninglﬂgjrgnrhhhm
Forester of Lome.,




Part 3.

The Old Tower or
Fortalice of Garden.

5 alleged by tradition o have been
sitared on a tres oovered mound

W i a marsh, formerly 3 shallow lakeler,
about goo or 300 yards west of the
present mansion.  The island, for such
: it seems (ormerly to have been, is
abour 210 feet by 120 feet, and is
highest portion—abowt 10 fect above
the water at itz lowest level—is about
6o feet by 52 feer, with a causeway on
the morth by way of access w the
- e  mainland. On this the castle is con-
i ':"'"”;':"_" 'F"""'"r"""' Ehenlls jectured 1o have swood, but not even a
ey stone of a building kind is visible
.."!I.]I!hl:lug]'i utilized 0 huild_ing the present LTS B, SO \'Ed.ig: aof the
site: of the tower would have been expected, and the sugrsestion is mised
that the marshy ground absorbed what stones remained  Hence the
castle mwst have required a wooden pleng for is foundation, whech
may yet be venfied by trenching the mound. The present mansion,

whose walls in the older parms are 44 feer thick. may dare back o the
middle of the sevemeenth century, and was probably buith by the
Senator, Sir Archibald ﬁtir]i.ng. It was, Mr 5I.'ir|'.'i|:|i= inbormed  me,
greatly aliered and added to by his father in 1827
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" A few vards to the north of the mowund is a knoll bearig the ke
ﬂm This is the old Scots name for an clevated staton for
mmhuhlqﬁhphn IO A SpOL On It -

The carlicst reference 0 Ganden s ina charter of James 1V,

H*ﬂiﬂﬂnﬂ:ﬂ. 1307. and signed ar Stirding. w Walker Fores-

tare, son and apparent heir of “our Githi pend Duscio Forestane
ﬁsﬁyﬂ’dﬁﬁrlﬁﬂnhﬂsdﬂmth“-ﬁhﬁtﬁﬁm

* Forulice. and Mill thereof:~ and on 16th May. 1508 the King. in
“addition 1o confirming Waker's investiture, erects these, with poose
oot and chay oot of Sordng, o a free Barony of ~ Forestane
‘Garden “—his father, Sir Duncan, who was then alive, meserving his
-'h At the same mme the son was infeft in Torwoosd, ewe

Ome of Sir Duncan’s dagrhters mamed Sir Alexander Forrester,

~and held the lands of Blackbum in Lmlithgowshire, whose descendant

il-dfmdmu:.

Walter, some short time prior 10 gth September. 1525, was i
ceeded by his som David, but his possession was bref, as on thar date
his som, also a Sar David, is settled therein, and in Torwood and the
office of Rovyal forester.  On 2ath July, 1567, be was succesded by his
son. Provost Sir Alexander, whose rombstone (paze 170} rebues tha
be ded on 1 3th [anuary, 1508 He had at keast two sons, James and
1603. also to his mother, Jeanie Erskine. in her lands of Andmore in
Menteith. On gth Aprl 1608 Sir James makes up and reconds his
tithe as bewr to his great grandther’s Gther, Wahier of Garden, in the
bands of Cambusharmon and parronage of the Chapel His yousgrer
brother Duncan. of dare 26th March, 1602, similarly made wp and
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recorded a title as heir of his father's great-grandiathes’s grandfarher,
Eobert Forrester of Bogquhane, 1 other bainds ; and it = interesting as
including a barn and garden (Aerree of dorde) - on the cast part of the
stone wall near the Port of Stirding.”  Sir James seems w have shordy
thereafier deserted Garden olkd Castle, probably as becoming unmbalbag-
able, for Torwood, and made that mansion his reswdence, as he s
designed, in August, 1622, as of that place.

Sir Archibald Stirling, a branch of the Keir family and a2 Senssor
of the College of Justice, was proprietor of Garden prior to 18667, and
the present mansion may then have been buile and occupied by him.
On 15th August of that year, he desipns himsell as now of Keir, he
having succeeded shortly before 1o Kewr estates as her of Sor Geonre
Stiring, On zist July, 1668, Sir Jobn Stiding of Keir succesds w
Garden as heir male of provision o Sir Archibald, and the estae
remmitins in the possession of s descendants—Mr. Stichny of Garden
being the present proprictor.







